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Question 2: Has the Duty to Co-operate been fulfilled? 

2.0 Yes, the Plan has been prepared in accordance with the duty to cooperate.  The 
Statement of Compliance with the Duty to Cooperate (CS/15) includes full details of 
the measures taken to ensure that the duty has been met.   It should be noted that 
no objections have been received from neighbouring authorities or prescribed 
bodies in relation with the duty to cooperate.  

2.01 In compliance with Paragraph 178 of the NPPF the Council has worked jointly with 
local planning authorities across administrative boundaries on planning issues, and 
particularly those that relate to strategic priorities.   This is demonstrated in 
summary below and in detail in The Statement of Compliance with the Duty to 
Cooperate (CS/15): 

2.02 Newark & Sherwood has a long history of joint working with neighbouring 
authorities on strategic planning matters, including work on Structure Plans, 
presenting evidence at the Regional Plan Examination and more recently working 
together to ensure that the development needs of the Nottingham Outer Housing 
Market Area are appropriately identified and met. A close working relationship 
between neighbouring authorities has been maintained to ensure strategic issues 
are appropriately addressed. This has resulted in the production of some key 
evidence documents for the wider area including: 

• Nottingham Outer Joint Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 
Methodology (2008); 

• Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Traveller Accommodation Needs Assessment 
Methodology (2014); 

• Nottingham Outer Strategic Housing Market Assessment (2015); 
• Nottingham Core and Nottingham Outer Employment Land Forecast Study 

(2015); and 
• Nottingham Outer Self –Build Register (ongoing) 
 

2.03  The central element of Newark & Sherwood’s joint working relates to its partner 
authorities in the Nottingham Outer HMA. Section 5 of (CS/15) sets out in detail how 
the HMA has worked together to produce its joint evidence base and jointly address 
strategic planning issues. Subsequent to CS/15 a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) has been signed which can be viewed at Appendix 1.   We have also been in 
regular contact with all neighbouring planning authorities and had regular meetings 
with those who we share joint issues, particularly Bassetlaw District Council and our 
neighbours in the Nottingham Core.   Section 5 of (CS/15) provides more detail on 
what cooperation has been taken with local planning authorities in compliance with 
Paragraph 178 of the NPPF. 

2.04 In compliance with Paragraph 179 of the NPPF the Council has worked 
collaboratively with other bodies to ensure that strategic priorities across local 
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boundaries are properly co-ordinated and clearly reflected in the Newark and 
Sherwood Local Plan Documents. This is demonstrated in summary below and in 
detail in The Statement of Compliance with the Duty to Cooperate (CS/15) 

2.05 Paragraph 2.5 of (CS/15) lists the prescribed bodies for the purposes of section 33A 
(1) (c) of the Localism Act 2011 (in relation to the duty to co-operate) that the 
Council have worked collaboratively with and paragraph 2.6 of (CS/15) lists the 
prescribed bodies not relevant to Newark and Sherwood.   In addition although Local 
Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs) and Local Nature Partnerships (LNPs) are not defined 
by statute, they have been identified within the Regulations as bodies that those 
covered by the duty should have regard to when preparing Local Plans and they have 
therefore been consulted as part of the Plan preparation process.  There is also a 
number of established joint working groups in Nottinghamshire which the Council is 
a member of that are listed in a table at 4.2 of (CS/15). In addition Section 5 of 
(CS/15) provides more detail on what cooperation has been undertaken with 
prescribed bodies and other partners in compliance with Paragraph 179 of the NPPF. 

2.06 In compliance with Paragraph 180 of the NPPF the Council in its Plan preparation has 
taken account of different geographical areas, including travel to work areas, which 
is demonstrated in detail within (CS/15). Section 5 of this document provides 
evidence of collaborative working with LEPs, LNPs, private sector bodies, utilities and 
infrastructure providers. This evidence includes the comprehensive review and 
update of the Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) (INF/01) and Transport Study by 
consultants White Young Green (WYG) who were necessary have been in discussion 
with various organisations listed at Paragraph 5.10 of (CS/15) 

2.07 In compliance with Paragraph 181 of the NPPF the Council has effectively cooperated 
to plan for issues with cross-boundary impacts as part of its Plan review preparation 
details of which are provided in (CS/15). Meetings were held with the Nottingham 
Outer Authorities on a regular basis at least once every 6 months to develop and 
deliver the Housing Market Area Objectively Assessed Need.  A Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) has been drawn up between Newark and Sherwood, Ashfield 
and Mansfield District Council’s on this matter.  (See Appendix 1 – Record of SHMA 
HMA Meetings  

2.08  The Council and its HMA partner authorities (Ashfield and Mansfield District 
Councils) have worked with the Nottingham Core HMA Authorities on the 
development and production of the Employment Land Forecast Study (see Appendix 
5 of CS/15). This has identified the Functional Economic Areas (FEA) and has 
informed the employment land requirement for each area. It has established that 
Newark & Sherwood forms part of the Nottingham Outer functional economic area 
but it also has strong links to Nottingham City. The three Authorities in the 
Nottingham Outer FEA have pledged to meet their own requirements for 
employment land provision.  
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 2.09   Other collaborative working with neighbouring authorities includes production of the 

Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Needs 
Assessment Methodology detailed below. 

• The Council has worked collaboratively with neighbouring authorities to produce 
the Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation 
Needs Assessment Methodology this includes regular meetings and a workshop 
to provide qualitative information about the accommodation needs of travellers 
and help gain an understanding of local issues specific to the study area. The 
study area for this event included the north Nottinghamshire Districts of 
Ashfield, Bassetlaw, Mansfield and Newark & Sherwood. Officers from the North 
Nottinghamshire local authorities also attended the neighbouring Derbyshire 
GTAA focus group session in February 2014 and in Lincolnshire in March 2013, 
with the aim of obtaining an overall perspective on issues facing the travelling 
community in the wider area. 
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